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WHAT IS WATERWAYS NETWORK? 
Waterways Network is the platform for anyone with a business interest in the 
inland waterways industry; keeping them informed about relevant news, the 
latest products and services, and advice on how to run their businesses more 
successfully. Waterways Network is brought to you by Waterways World – the 
first magazine for Britain’s canals and rivers, launched in 1972 and still the best-
selling inland waterways magazine.

THE MAGAZINE
The bimonthly magazine is mailed free to any business – large or small – 
operating in the inland waterways sector, including those supplying to other 
businesses in the sector. 

The magazine is also available to read online at www.waterwaysnetwork.co.uk 
so there is no need to wait for the latest issue. All content from the magazine 
is available on the website in html format and is constantly updated with 
news and product news. Access to the online reader and all content is free but 
requires you to complete our registration form so that we can verify that you are 
a qualifying waterways-related business. As a registered user, you will receive a 
free copy of each issue by post, plus alerts when it’s available to view online. 
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Victron has 

introduced the 

MultiPlus-II, a 

new version 

of its popular 

and long-

established 

MultiPlus 

inverter/ 

charger.

The MultiPlus-

II offers an 

inverter output 

of around 2.4kw, with a peak startup 

of 5.5kW, and a quiescent current 

(the amount drawn by simply being 

switched on) of under 1A, which is 

substantially lower than most inverter/

chargers. 

It also has all the features of the 

Victron MultiGrid (the version of the 

MultiPlus suitable for use with solar 

panels), while handling power control 

when shorelines go down.

There is an uninterrupted mains 

supply function: if the shoreline or 

generator power is disconnected, it 

automatically activates the inverter, 

without electronic computers or other 

equipment noticing the switch.

The MultiPlus II is also compatible 

with Victron’s GX monitoring systems, 

which allow you to monitor and 

control your boat systems locally, or 

remotely via the internet. For example, 

away from the boat you could see 

low battery levels and start a backup 

generator.

While this model is rather taller 

than the original MultiPlus (546mm 

vs 362mm), it’s also significantly less 

deep (147mm vs 218mm) so will fit 

in thinner cupboards. It weighs 19kg, 

fractionally more than the previous 

model.
It is £1,440 from major dealer 

Midland Chandlers.

Victron UK

07540 538060
victronenergy.com

■  EQUIPMENT

Digital Yacht has introduced a battery 

monitoring system that can interface 

with advanced NMEA 2000-compatible 

instrument panels or be read by mobile 

devices via Bluetooth.

The BM100 allows very accurate 

DC voltage, current and capacity 

measurements, to promise reliable 

monitoring of inland boat battery and 

electrical systems for 12V, 24V or 48V 

circuits. 
It uses the established Victron 

SmartShunt to measure battery voltage 

and current, intelligently calculating the 

state of charge and the time to depletion 

for the remaining charge.

It also keeps track of historical data, such 

as the deepest discharge the battery has 

undergone and the average discharge 

current, as well as the number of charge 

and discharge cycles. It can also monitor a 

second battery bank – typically the starter 

battery.
For engine controls with a NMEA 2000 

interface, it will show all key battery 

parameters, along with alarms and alerts 

(low capacity, low voltage etc).

The wireless Bluetooth feature will show 

key readings on a mobile phone or tablet 

– primarily current, voltage, capacity, 

additional historical data, state of charge 

information and time left based on 

remaining battery capacity.

It is £324.

Digital Yacht

0117 955 4474

digitalyacht.co.uk

OUR PICK OF THE LATEST PRODUCTS AND SERVICES ON THE MARKET

Victron MultiPlus-II 

inverter / charger  

NEW PRODUCTS

■  COMMUNICATION

Mobile 4G/5G system

One unobtrusive mobile wifi solution is 

Roam from Maxview. It’s a 4G/5G system 

using an elegant and low-profile roof 

antenna, coupling to an internal router 

that transmits the wifi signal inside the 

boat.
A handy touch is that the antenna 

is dual-purpose – if you are near a 

useable free wifi hotspot it will use that 

instead of draining your data on a 

mobile SIM.

The antenna is around 4in high and 

omni-directional, so it doesn’t matter 

in which direction the boat is pointed. It 

works with either 12V or 230V mains, and 

when using 12V it draws only 0.4 amps.

Fine control is available from a 

phone app, and you can install website 

blacklist filters to make it child-friendly. 

It is currently advertised by Maxview for 

around £350, but this doesn’t involve 

fitting, which can be a specialist and 

tricky operation. Boat satellite TV 

specialist TravelSat will come to your 

boat on the Midlands canals (enquire 

about further afield), supplying and 

fitting it for around £500 all in, including 

a small bracket to raise it over any roof 

obstructions, if needed.

TravelSat

07914 401036

travelsat.me.uk

Maxview Roam, without the optional 

riser that can lift the device over any 

obstructions on a boat’s roof. 

The BM100 
battery 

monitor from 
Digital Yacht. 

Battery monitoring system

■  EQUIPMENT
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NETWORK NEWS

The Canal & River Trust was counting the cost to its stretched finances at the end of October, after the canal network suffered another round of structural damage in the wake of Storm Babet.A large landslide on the Worcester & Birmingham Canal is expected to block the navigation and towpath for several weeks at Shortwood Tunnel. Other lengths of waterway also suffered considerable damage and hundreds of trees were blown down. On the Leicester Line of the Grand Union part of the River Soar flooded into the canal, causing a long stretch of bank to collapse.Canal staff and volunteers attended numerous call-outs as they battled to 

control water levels and respond to damage. On the Erewash Canal one volunteer averted disaster after a towpath walker fell into the canal, despite the towpath being submerged under storm water.
CRT chief executive Richard Parry was quick to link the latest disaster to the trust’s funding straits. “Our canal network is a national treasure dating back 250 years, but it isn’t safely locked away as an exhibit in a museum,” he said. “It is here to be navigated by boats as they did centuries ago, used freely by millions of people, and for the benefit of wildlife. But the bill is likely to be in the millions.”

Canals counting the cost after latest storms

Towpath damage on the Leicester Line after Storm Babet.

Uncertainty clouds IWA meeting as £450,000 deficit revealedA procession of several chairs and chief executives in barely 18 months contributed to an air of uncertainty at the Inland Waterways Association’s 2023 AGM on 23rd September. And by the end of the meeting the association stood leaderless, as both top roles were unfilled and awaiting a decision from the trustees. The situation wasn’t helped by a disorganised and somewhat unrehearsed presentation, ripe with microphone feedback screeches.  Stop-gap chair Les Etheridge, who had already committed to standing down at the meeting, gave a valedictory speech. He was followed by trustee/treasurer Nick Dybeck revealing an accounting deficit of over £450,000 for the year ending 2023. In a bid to fill the gap, subscription rates have been hiked from £36 to £51 a year. With no replacement chair or chief executive to manage the meeting, it was a curious lopsided affair as seven of the association’s nine trustees, all on one side of the podium, took questions from the audience. 
Veteran waterways supporter Chris Coburn (‘A Waterway of Life’, WW November 1998) was the first to raise what he called the “serious turmoil” in the organisation.

A surprise attendee was actor, celebrity boater and IWA member David Suchet. He gave a short but impassioned speech from the floor, saying he had done a lot of cruising this year, and questioned the level of support he had seen for the 

waterways from boaters. It was clear, he argued, that the waterways were changing in ways not acknowledged, and that too many boats were simply “static”. The IWA’s rudderless state was addressed by a meeting of trustees on 30th September. But a few days later it was revealed that no new chair had been selected, and a statement would be issued shortly.
Serious questions are now being asked by a rebellious core of members about the organisation’s future role. Should it be restricted to meet its shrinking budget and influence? 

Earlier this year the trustees clearly had high hopes with the appointment of Sarah Niblock, a senior academic, administrator, journalist and experienced boat-owner, whom they must have thought had the experience and 

personality to introduce the far-reaching changes needed. 
WW understands that she resigned because she felt she had not been made fully aware of the extent of the challenges IWA faces when accepting the role and that both the part-time nature of the job and her skills and experience were not the right match for reforming the ailing organisation. It does seem that it will need someone in a full-time role with a wide range of experience in senior leadership roles to turn round the organisation.

Watching from the wings was former chair Paul Rodgers, whose resignation last year triggered the current crisis, after his proposals for reform were rejected by the trustees. He described this year’s AGM as “shambolic”.
“I still think that there is a strong need for an independent body covering all major aspects of the waterways,” he told WW. “But I can’t see how the existing IWA leadership can turn it around. They are talking about restricting the scope of activities, which takes away one of the strongest pillars of IWA – namely its diversity of waterways interests, relationships and expertise.”

The choice of Stourport-on-Severn for the meeting was timely, since it has just been announced as a Heritage Harbour by National Historic Ships. IWA Birmingham, Black Country & Worcester chair David Struckett led members on a local exploratory walk afterwards.

IWA celebrity 
member David 
Suchet addresses 
the AGM.
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  Talk Away - helping marinas with 
 customers’ mental health
  Spotlight on boat toilet suppliers

PLUS  NEWS & PRODUCTS FROM ACROSS THE WATERWAYS INDUSTRY

A DIFFERENT BUSINESS MODEL 
The growth of family-run Lakeland Leisure

CRT FACES HUGE 
FUNDING CUT 
How will it impact the waterways industry?
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HS2 grant restores 

Lichfi eld stretch
The Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration Trust has 

rewatered a 130-yard length of the Lichfield Canal at Darnford 

Park, following a £75,000 grant from HS2’s Community & 

Environment Fund.

The HS2 fund is a biodiversity programme intended to help 

create wildlife habitats along the route. Seeing the award from 

HS2, the Wesleyan Foundation charity awarded LHCRT a further 

£21,350 from its Climate Action Grant fund to improve habitats 

around the Darnford Brook wetlands and plant woodland and 

hedgerows, to create a nature trail alongside the towpath.

The new length also incorporates ducts in the towpath to 

allow for  future charging points for electric boats.

Waterways Network 
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We live in a world where the unexpected seems to have become 

more expected. Extreme weather patterns are occurring more 

frequently and criminal gangs are devising ever more devious 

methods of carrying out malicious actions. 

In the complex marina environment, the list of risks to business is 

extensive making it vital to ensure that your business mitigates the 

risks faced. A tailored marine trade insurance policy is a vital part of 

that, as a safety net in a worst-case scenario situation.

The starting point is to realise that very few businesses are exposed 

to exactly the same risks and working with a specialist insurance 

broker to understand your unique situation is always a good idea. 

Find a Marine Trade Insurance broker who is happy to sit down and 

review your risks without obligation. Your business will likely need 

several separate policies to achieve the optimum protection so a 

specialist marine broker would be preferable.

It’s relatively easy to think about the physical assets of your 

business including buildings, pontoons, plant, vehicles and boats but 

often the biggest risks lurk in areas which aren’t visible.

One of the most important areas for marinas to focus on is liability. 

Liabilities come in all shapes and sizes, from valuable property afloat 

on the pontoons, hoisted up into the dry stack or propped up in the 

yard, to people walking around the berths and visiting the facilities. 

They also include liabilities to your employees going about their 

day-to-day duties and the all-important protection of everyone’s 

personal data, so the risk of something going wrong and a claim 

against you being made mean that it is an area well worth a 

detailed review.
Subcontractors working on site are worthy of a special mention. All 

subcontractors should have their own liability policies for a minimum 

of £5 Million in place, so in the event of a claim their insurance policy 

will pay and not yours. It’s worth checking that the policy is a marine 

focused one covering the type of work they are undertaking!

Management Liability policies are important to consider, with 

Directors and Officers Liability one of the few policies that covers the 

award as well as the defence costs. Employee Protection Liability 

cover should be top of the agenda in this area.

Cyber-attacks on businesses are an ever-present threat and 

even though you may consider your business small and at low risk of 

getting onto a criminal’s radar, it does happen, and the results can 

be catastrophic. Cyber policies can help get you back on track and 

are an increasingly important policy to consider for all businesses. 

The peace of mind that comes in having Marine Trade Insurance 

cover which has been tailored for the risks you specifically face, 

combined with the support of a broker who is a marine specialist 

means you can keep your mind on running your marina and focus 

on what you enjoy doing most. 

PAUL KNOX-JOHNSTON 

Sales & Marketing Manager (Marine)

Haven Knox-Johnston

ADVICE

TOP TIPS WHEN RENEWING YOUR 

MARINA INSURANCE COVER

Guiding your marine 

business to better cover

Join numerous satisfied clients who have benefited from our 

customised solutions and experience the advantages of having a 

dedicated marine trade insurance provider.

Let’s talk...

Call 01905 930 760

Email Hello@HavenKJCommercial.com

Web HavenKJCommercial.com

Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 310164. Registered in England and 

Wales under company registration number 750484. Registered Office: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Calls may be monitored and recorded for quality assurance purposes.
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Paul (the nephew of Sir Robin Knox-Johnston) began his 

career working for a yacht charter company in Falmouth. He 

has sailed extensively doing delivery trips, sea trials, river 

trials and yacht racing. Paul was instrumental in bringing back 

the Haven Knox-Johnston name to the marine community in 

2021, delivering a new and fresh approach to boat insurance.
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The Canal & River Trust published its annual report on 26th 

September, amid both dismay about its long-term funding 

and optimism on increasing volunteer support.  

The charity saw a modest increase in income of around 5% 

for the year ending April 2023, driven largely by a 9% rise in its 

commercial investments and increases in boat licence and 

moorings fees. However, this represents a reduction in real 

terms due to inflation.

The Government grant of £52.6m will stay static for another 

four years. Last year also saw a 16% decrease in charitable 

giving, but at barely 2.5% of CRT’s total income, this remains 

symbolic more than significant. 

While Government funding is fixed until 2027, CRT claims its 

reduction thereafter means an effective loss of £300m over 

the decade. 

To galvanise public opinion, CRT also this year launched a 

‘Keep Canals Alive’ campaign. This is running in parallel with 

IWA’s ‘Protect Our Waterways’, along with the more general 

‘Fund Our Waterways’ in concert with numerous other 

organisations. The public might say “we get the message”, 

except there are now several messages. 

On the bright side, the trust claims it has carried out one of 

its largest-ever programmes of repair and maintenance, and 

grown its volunteering force. What’s more, more waterways 

have received Green Flag accreditation – an official 

recognition of their tidiness, albeit not of navigability.

The latest report can be seen at canalrivertrust.org.uk/

about-us/annual-report
-and-accounts.

Mixed results as CRT 
publishes annual report

HS2 dividend: the 130 

yards of rewatered 

Lichfield Canal at 

Darnford Park.
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SECTOR SPOTLIGHT

We look at suppliers of diesel propulsion units

BOAT ENGINES 
VETUS 
OVERVIEW A major supplier of marine diesel engines for the inland market. “Robust equipment for small and commercial craft” is Vetus’s own concise description. 

DETAILS Established over six decades ago, Vetus is a well-known provider of engines for small craft, including those on the inland waterways.  

PRODUCTS Vetus has four engine lines: the M-Line with outputs ranging from 12hp to 52hp, making them suited to everything from 
from launches and sailing yachts, to narrowboats and small cabin 
cruisers; the H-Line, a four-cylinder unit with an indirect fuel injection 
system, rated from 60hp to 80hp, and well suited to larger inland craft; the  F-line high-performance common rail, which is designed 
for fast boats, such as RIBs and speed boats; and the D-line, which is 
intended for larger vessels than you would typically find on the inland 
waterways. 

DIGITAL The company has a neat and easy-to-use website with lots 
of technical information. As is customary, you can’t purchase directly 
online – instead you’ll be directed to your nearest dealer, who will give 
you a quote. 

IN PERSON The company exhibits at prominent waterway events, such 
as the Crick and Southampton boat shows.  
WHAT THE COMPANY SAYS  “At Vetus, we understand the profound 
connection between boat owners and their vessels. Consequently, 
we take immense pride in having developed a complete range of certified marine diesel engines to suit the most diverse and stringent of 
expectations”.

webshop.vetus.com

ENGINES PLUS OVERVIEW The UK distributor of a whole range of diesel engines, including the popular Canaline range, which, as its name clearly suggests, is aimed at inland boats.  
DETAILS Founded in 2009, the company has quickly become recognised as a big player in the inland boating market, and now supplies many boat-builders and hire-boat companies. 

PRODUCTS Canaline is Engine Plus’s range of inland boat engines, which are based on both Kioti and Isuzu diesel units. Outputs range from 25hp to 94hp, and they are categorised in three ways by the supplier: for new builds, as replacements for existing units and for hire-
boats.  

There’s also special support for owners of boats with marinised Isuzu diesel engines, with many of the marinating components being 
supplied by Engines Plus. The company offers a full back-up and support network throughout 
the UK.

DIGITAL  Engines Plus has a neat, no-frills website with click-throughs 
to a dedicated Canaline site, where lots of information is provided on 
each product.  

IN PERSON You’ll find Engines Plus/Canaline represented at BoatLife, the Crick Boat Show and the Southampton Boat Show. 
WHAT THE COMPANY SAYS “The success of the company is based around the depth of experience of the staff and the ability to supply 
correctly engineered packages to meet the high demands of an extremely competitive market environment” 
enginesplus.co.uk / canaline-engines.co.uk BETA MARINE OVERVIEW Another big name on the boating market, Beta produces a range of diesel units for seagoing and inland craft. 

DETAIL Beta Marine was formed in 1987 by four marine engineers with a combined total of over 70 years’ experience in the design, manufacture and marketing of marine diesel propulsion engines and generating sets. From its manufacturing facility in the UK, it now supplies a large number of  national and international customers. 
PRODUCTS The company has a big focus on the inland waterways market and its Greenline diesel range offers outputs from 16hp to 98hp 
(at 2,600rpm). Small narrowboats may opt for a Beta 30 Greenline, a 30hp, three-cylinder unit, though the Beta 43, a 43hp, four-cylinder engine, is a popular choice among boat-owners. For wide-beam owners, or those requiring a bit of extra grunt, the 60 Greenline, a four-

cylinder, 56hp unit, might be an option. For recreational customers, engines include a five-year ‘self service’ warranty. 
DIGITAL Beta’s website is neatly presented, easy to navigate and contains a wealth of product information. You can’t purchase online but instead you’ll be directed to your nearest dealer, via the ‘dealer locator’ facility.

IN PERSON Beta Marine is a regular exhibitor at the Crick Boat Show, and also attends other major boating events around the country. WHAT THE COMPANY SAYS “Our company has built its renowned reputation on over 36 years of customer centred focus, listening to maritime propulsion or power needs and providing value solutions.” betamarine.co.uk 

E.P. BARRUS 
OVERVIEW Founded over a century ago, Barrus produces everything from garden tools to all-terrain vehicles. But it is its Shire range of engines that give the company particular prominence in the inland waterways market. 

DETAIL Barrus was established in 1917 and production of diesel boat engines began in the 1960s. It now offers a variety of such units for a whole array of vessels, including emergency-use craft.  
PRODUCTS The Barrus Shire Canal Collection comprises 15 engines with a power range from 15hp to 330hp, making them suitable for narrowboats, wide-beams and Dutch barges. All Shire models are now fitted with a new, more efficient twin thermostat housing which facilitates hotter running water and an increased flow. A five-year warranty scheme has recently been introduced for all models. You’ll also find a parts store online. 

DIGITAL Once you’ve easily located the ’Shire’ section of Barrus’s website, you are invited to download a brochure (a superb document full of all the technical information you’ll need), find the nearest dealer or contact the company for queries and support. 
IN PERSON Like the other engine suppliers featured here, you’ll find Barrus at all the major boat-related shows around the country. 

WHAT THE COMPANY SAYS “The Barrus Shire Canal Collection of engines is continually being updated with innovative features and benefits to maintain its position as a leader in this market.” 
barrus.co.uk
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WATERWAYS NETWORK DIGITAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Let us promote your business online at www.waterwaysnetwork.
co.uk, our audience’s go-to for the latest issue of the magazine, 
relevant industry news, the latest products and services, and 
useful business advice. 

Our digital opportunities are in place to promote your services 
and drive connections between you and other businesses. All of 
our digital opportunities can be linked back to your own website.

Digital Banner positioned prominently at the top of the website 
and can be seen on each web page. Fixed position for a single 
advertiser. 
MPU (Mid Page Unit) are 4 advertising slots located on the 
right-hand side of the web page; each slot rotates its position 
randomly interchanging levels. MPUs are shown on each page 
to gain maximum exposure.  

Digital Banner
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DIGITAL BANNER (1650X180)

MPU  (300X250)

FURTHER INFORMATION

3-MONTH SERIES: £300 PER MONTH

6-MONTH SERIES: £250 PER MONTH

12-MONTH SERIES: £200 PER MONTH

12-MONTH 
SERIES: 

£100 PER 
MONTH

3-MONTH 
SERIES:

£150 PER 
MONTH

6-MONTH 
SERIES:

£125 PER 
MONTH
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