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WHAT IS WATERWAYS NETWORK? 
Waterways Network is the platform for anyone with a business interest in the 
inland waterways industry; keeping them informed about relevant news, the 
latest products and services, and advice on how to run their businesses more 
successfully. Waterways Network is brought to you by Waterways World – the 
first magazine for Britain’s canals and rivers, launched in 1972 and still the best-
selling inland waterways magazine.

THE MAGAZINE
The bimonthly magazine is mailed free to any business – large or small – 
operating in the inland waterways sector, including those supplying to other 
businesses in the sector. 

The magazine is also available to read online at www.waterwaysnetwork.co.uk
so there is no need to wait for the latest issue. All content from the magazine 
is available on the website in html format and is constantly updated with 
news and product news. Access to the online reader and all content is free but 
requires you to complete our registration form so that we can verify that you are 
a qualifying waterways-related business. As a registered user, you will receive a 
free copy of each issue by post, plus alerts when it’s available to view online. 
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Dehumidifier specialist Meaco has 

launched DD8L Pro, a new model 

designed to work better in the cold 

temperatures of an unheated boat in 

winter.   
Dehumidifiers, it turns out, come in 

two varieties.

Compressor dehumidifiers have 

similar technology to household fridges, 

only in reverse. They use cold coils, 

condensing moisture from the air into 

water. The machine collects the water 

from the tank, blowing out dry air. They 

are great in domestic settings. The 

trouble is, they struggle below 15°C and 

stop working entirely around 5°C due to 

freezing coils.

The DD8L Pro is a desiccant 

dehumidifier. Instead of cold coils, it 

uses an absorptive material to capture 

moisture. It also uses heat as part of 

the dehumidification process, blowing 

out warm air. As a result it can work in 

low temperatures without having to 

defrost, and in doing so can also heat 

up cold spaces, and draw up to 8 litres 

(1¾ gallons) of water out of the air a day. 

This, says Meaco, makes it really good 

for boat-owners in winter, especially if 

you are trying to dry laundry inside. 

The disadvantage is it has a higher 

power consumption – typically 230W 

to 630W. So it is better for boats with 

shorelines, or which have good mains 

power while cruising. 

The DD8L Pro is £259.99. 

Meaco UK   

meaco.com/products/meaco-

dd8l-pro

■  EQUIPMENT

Watersprint is a new water purification 

system for boats. It combines activated 

carbon pre-filtration with a revolutionary 

final-stage UVC LED treatment section. 

The 25-micron activated carbon filter first 

reduces chlorine, taste and odours, as well 

as volatile organic compounds. The UVC 

LED section then kills bacteria and viruses. 

This final stage works effectively at a 

high flow rate of up to 10 litres a minute, 

drawing only 24W from either 230V or 12V. 

It is extremely compact, without the fragile 

glass tubes 

or delicate 

UV lights of 

previous 
systems, and 

it switches on 

as soon as a 

tap is turned. 

The 
compact size 

means a space-saving installation under 

the sink is easily possible.  It’s priced £560.  

Meridian Zero 

01268 493200, meridianzero.co.uk 

OUR PICK OF THE LATE
ST PRODUCTS AND SER

VICES ON THE MARKET

Cold temperature 

dehumidifi er

NEW PRODUCTS

■  EQUIPMENT

Water Purifi cation System

Fun and practicality are the two standout 

features of the Microboat, a tiny and 

lightweight double-skinned dory that 

represents one of the cheapest way of 

getting afloat on the canals. 

It has a combined GRP/foam 

construction that makes it very stable and 

virtually unsinkable. You could use it as a 

tender, for fishing, or as a family fun boat.

Measuring 8ft 9in x 4ft, it weighs 49kg, is 

car-toppable and has a huge amount of 

reserve air buoyancy. It can be rowed or 

motored using a small outboard.

The Microboat seats up to four people 

(weighing up to 12 stone each) in calm 

water, but with only one person and a 4hp 

outboard it will happily plane (presumably 

attracting disapproving stares from any 

narrowboats you pass). It rows straight 

(longitudinal strakes give directional 

stability) and is easily repaired. Cleats, 

rowlocks and a towing eye all come as 

standard, and prices start from £924 

(excluding engine).

There’s also a model with an integral 

launching wheel (that’s very popular, 

apparently), along with a sports version 

that will take outboards up to 15hp with fore 

and aft seating, while a steering console is 

also available. Invented in Scotland, it’s now 

made on the Isle of Wight.

Seaspray Boats 

01983 532727 seasprayboats.co.uk

The Microboat

Anti-moisture mesh

■  BOAT

■  BEDDING

DryMesh is a new anti-moisture layer 

designed to reduce the condensation 

likely to gather under mattresses and 

cushions on boats, caravans and motor 

homes. Made from non-absorbent white 

polyester, it is a 3-D mesh that allows air to 

circulate and claims to eliminate mildew 

build-up. 
It has been created by Marine Bedding 

Company, an upmarket manufacturer and 

supplier of custom-made boat mattresses 

and bedding.

The company says DryMesh has a soft 

cushioning effect, high-shock absorption, 

is highly durable, very light and tactile. One 

area where it is likely to be very useful is 

above water or fuel tanks, which frequently 

attract condensation. 

DryMesh comes in 2.05m lengths to 

fit a standard bed, and is available by 

the metre at £50.76 including VAT and 

shipping, or in various pre-cut lengths, e.g. 

£77.94 for a 1.5m width.

Marine Bedding Company 

01425 480605, marinebedding.co.uk

stability) and is easily repaired. Cleats, 

The name, we are told, is a pun on 

the name of the inventor (Mike).

Dehumidifier specialist Meaco has 

Meaco DD8L 
Pro: a great 

dehumidifier 
for boaters 

with power to 
spare.
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NETWORK NEWS

The Waterways All-Party Parliamentary Group has heard expert evidence from the Canal & River Trust, and particularly the Middle Level Commissioners, on the expected results of climate change on the inland waterways. 
In a meeting on 14th October, MPs and peers heard that changing rainfall patterns in the Fens are affecting vegetation management, while reduced water flows in the River Nene, combined with sea-level and bed-level rises, are preventing boats from entering or leaving the Middle Levels.The likelihood of flooding and coastal surges is also increasing, leaving low-lying areas vulnerable. Responsibility for 

these regions lies technically with the Environment Agency but the group heard that in countering these risks, navigation authorities are operating under mounting financial pressures. 
But the parliamentarians were told that while waterways are among the first to experience the effects of climate change, they could also potentially be part of the solution through adaptation, mitigation and enhancement of the natural environment.A major theme of the discussion was the decision in 2023 to reduce the government’s contribution to CRT funding, at the very moment when climate-related infrastructure costs are rising sharply. 

Bill Esterson, Sefton Central MP and chair of the Waterways APPG, in particular questioned the Middle Level Commissioners on their experience of recent flooding, which revealed how many communities remain disconnected from the risks of living below sea level. In his summing up, Mr Esterson agreed on the challenges faced as climate change intensifies, but also put a spin on the potential benefits in the drive to Net Zero: “Within that jeopardy lies opportunity to improve how people enjoy our waterways, and to remind MPs just how many of their constituents live near and depend upon them.” 

MPs hear about waterway climate change impact

Trust argues business case for Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway

Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial, the leading insurer for marine businesses, has launched an online tool to help all types of marine businesses judge their exposure to risk.
Called Your Benchmark Review, it’s an online questionnaire that generates a report for understanding the distinctive risk profile of a business.  

Risk management is the essence of insurance, and the key to business stability and long-term continuity. The resulting review is an independent health check that talks businesses through areas of risk that need to be addressed, but can also provide reassurance on areas that don’t.  Malcolm Stewart, head of Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial, says that 

identifying areas of weakness and understanding opportunities allow effective strategic risk planning.  “A periodic review helps provide a solid story to take to your insurers and can demonstrate the tangible evidence needed to confirm you are a better risk when it comes to setting premiums and conditions,” he says. “Following the review we can offer appropriate insurance solutions to protect your business from the risks identified.”
Completing the review (it takes around ten minutes) generates a high-level report on five pillars of risk: people, asset protection, resilience, cyber risks and motor risks. 

There’s a red, amber or green score for 

each pillar, 
along with a 
clear and 
insightful 

summary of 
reasons and 
recommended 
actions for the red and amber areas. The report highlights where you can reduce risks meaningfully, warns of potential consequences of not addressing them, and the benefits of taking action.In creating the tool, Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial says it fully understands the challenges and complexities a marine business faces in day-to-day activities. It can help with practical advice and appropriate policies to guard against risk. 
Your Benchmark Review is at havenkjcommercial.com/benchmark-review-report, or call 01905 930760.

New online tool helps marine businesses reduce insurance risks

The Inland Waterways Association has taken the lead in opposing proposals by the Canal & River Trust to introduce new charges for societies restoring the trust’s derelict waterways. 
Last summer CRT introduced new requirements, regulations and charges for restoration societies working on those navigations it still owned. Its argument is that restoration would impose on future costs and liabilities. 

CRT wants to charge societies up to £40 an hour for its time and require them to complete complex paperwork, ensure supporters gained extra qualifications and get signed-off approval upon completion. Some societies immediately halted work, 

pending clarification and agreement, with one society describing the new rules as “stringent and prohibitively costly”.IWA trustee Dave Chapman said he has raised concerns with CRT about how its proposed Restoration Delivery Plan has been communicated, as well as the effect it has had on several restoration projects.  “We will continue discussions and have scheduled a further meeting next month with Sean McGinley, as CRT’s lead in this matter, so that specific issues can be worked through,” he told WN. 
“We recognise complexities involving both capacity and resource constraints, and we remain committed to constructively working together to 

support restoration progress. Ultimately, all restoration projects need to succeed with a short-term goal that no projects are blocked or stalled.”
CRT has begun to make concessions, including the removal of initial charges and suggesting alternatives such as that canals could be leased to the restoration societies. 

However, even proposals that would involve no cost to CRT are currently being refused. For example, it is not allowing developers of the privately restored Creams Mill section of the Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal to connect to its own sections, as it is unwilling to share the risk of further maintenance.  

CRT restoration plan under fire
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Branch Manager

Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial

ADVICE

Guiding your marine 

business to better cover

Join numerous satisfied clients who have benefited from our 

customised solutions and experience the advantages of having a 

dedicated marine trade insurance provider.

Let’s talk...

Call 01905 930 760

Email Hello@HavenKJCommercial.com

Web HavenKJCommercial.com

Haven Knox-Johnston Commercial is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 310164. Registered in England and 

Wales under company registration number 750484. Registered Office: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Calls may be monitored and recorded for quality assurance purposes.
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CONTACT US
If you would like to speak to our marine insurance specialists to make 

sure your insurance programme is tailored to your needs, contact 

01905 930 760 or email us at  hello@havenkjcommercial.com

MARINE TRADE INSURANCE

Cyber-attacks have become one of the greatest risks to marine 

businesses. Whether a digital breach leads to stolen information, 

disrupted services, financial extortion, or unauthorized access 

gained to systems and networks, the impact can be huge. 

A single incident could sink your reputation and wreck your 

bottom line.
Client lists, employee records, financial details, ongoing 

deals, and intellectual property are all highly valuable, but the 

risk doesn’t stop at information. Funds and assets may also be 

compromised through fraud, hacking, or misrepresentation. 

Even human error or system failure can trigger the same costly 

consequences as a cyber-attack.

Cyber insurance protects businesses from the costs linked 

to data breaches and loss or damage to digital assets. It also 

provides cover against third-party compensation claims if your 

business is found legally liable in connection with online activity. 

Policies are flexible and can be tailored to your business needs, 

covering losses from both external attacks and internal errors.

Cover can include:

■ Breach notification costs (customers and regulatory bodies) 

and in some cases defence and settlement of claims costs.

■ Digital forensic costs, to identify the cause and the extent of a 

data breach.

■ Legal advice to manage your response to a breach.

■ Credit monitoring and ID fraud remediation where required.

■ Unauthorised use of telecommunications systems.

■ Loss of revenue due to a system failure following a virus, 

hacking or denial of service attack.

■ Third-party liability protection arising from the misuse of 

private information. 

■ Malicious damage and human error: costs to replace, 

reinstate or repair data, software and programs affected by 

hacking or viruses.

■ Cyber extortion protection including help with ransom 

demands.

■ Inadvertent copyright infringement or libel.

Cyber policies often include access to free resources and expert 

advice, helping you reduce the risks before they become reality. 

It’s an area of insurance which isn’t really an optional extra 

anymore!

CYBER INSURANCE IS NO LONGER 

AN OPTIONAL EXTRA

The Broads Authority has invited comments on its 

proposal for a below-inflation increase in 2026/27. It 

is suggesting boat tolls should only be increased by 

2.5%, lower than current inflation, and even coupled 

with more investment in improving navigation – all 

despite falling boat numbers.

This appears to be due to a belated recognition by 

Defra that navigation is fundamental to the character 

of the Broads, bringing benefits to the economy, the 

natural and built environment, local communities and 

the lives of individual people.

The Broads Authority has been the only major 

inland navigation authority not to receive government 

funding to support maintenance of navigation. 

Instead, it is financed only through boat licensing and 

a ring-fenced grant intended for its National Park 

duties.
Boating organisations have been urging the 

government to recognise that navigation is a key part 

of the character of the Broads. Defra has responded 

by allowing more flexible use of existing National Park 

funding to support navigation.

Broads boat tolls 

increase could be 

lower than inflation 

Boater vandalism 
on London canals 
The Canal & River Trust estimates a five-figure bill has 

been run up for emergency works, after a careless 

boater twice rammed the top gates of a Regent’s Canal 

lock at the end of September, splitting the heel post. 

The gates, at Old Ford Lock 8 near the Hertford Union 

Cut, will need to be immediately replaced. CRT said 

they were 21 years old, and although originally given a 

30-year life were due for replacement next year 

anyway because of frequent misuse by London 

boaters. 
The boat concerned has not been tracked down, and 

CRT said it would appreciate if anyone with any 

information about the incident could identify the culprit, 

since it could at least claim on their boat insurance. 
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risk doesn’t stop at information. Funds and assets may also be 

compromised through fraud, hacking, or misrepresentation. 

Even human error or system failure can trigger the same costly 

consequences as a cyber-attack.

Cyber insurance protects businesses from the costs linked 

to data breaches and loss or damage to digital assets. It also 
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anymore!
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INDUSTRY FOCUS - Apprenticeships

Tomorrow’s waterways workforce
Lynne Crook explores efforts to give people the skills and knowledge to ensure the future of our inland navigations

T he heritage of Britain’s inland waterways is rich with tradition, but its future depends on 
passing that knowledge to the next generation. Through apprenticeship schemes, companies and organisations are helping to ensure that our navigable canals and rivers are in active use – and in expert hands – for years to come.With some of its workforce approaching retirement, the Canal & River Trust sees apprenticeships as vital succession planning. “Bringing in apprentices means we can pass on all that expert knowledge,” says Kelly Hemus, future talent specialist at the trust. But it’s not just about preserving the past. New recruits also bring fresh thinking to challenges such as sustainability and innovation, helping shift the culture and thinking of long-standing teams.

For businesses like Ovation Boats and 

River Canal Rescue, apprenticeships also represent a commitment to social responsibility and inclusion, offering opportunities to people at different life stages, from school leavers to career changers. As RCR managing director Stephanie Horton explains, this passion-led work “is very much a vocation”, with many staff living the boating lifestyle themselves.
Hands-on training is key. Apprentices are encouraged to explore all aspects of the trade – from engine installations to boat-handling – giving them broad skills and improving their future prospects.Yet challenges remain. Government changes to apprenticeship structures, funding and wage rules make it harder for small or niche operators to offer the depth of training these specialist roles require. Still, the consensus is clear – without apprenticeships, the skills that sustain our waterways risk disappearing.

Assisting with 
lock repairs.

SALLY MILL AT THE CANAL & RIVER TRUST 
As a liveaboard boater, Sally was well embedded within the waterways community prior to her apprenticeship. Previously working in the care industry, it was a conversation with a friend that made her think about taking a very different career direction. “I was down the pub one day and my mate Rainbow said about looking for an engineering apprenticeship. And we talked about one at the Canal & River Trust,” she recalls. “The role described maintaining assets along the canal and it just seemed to fit with my fascination for that 'olde-worlde' engineering.” 

Sally sees her work not just as a job, but as a way to contribute to the community she lives in. “If there’s a problem on the network, I don’t want to just report it. I want to be involved in finding a solution, because that’s where I live.”
Joining CRT has given her a real insight into the pressures of maintaining the waterways: “You don’t realise how much it costs to fix things.” She is aware of discussions around licence fees and tries to help educate others about the challenges of preserving the system. “You can kind of work to change the narrative a little bit.”

The flexibility of her apprenticeship has been key in allowing Sally to balance work and study. She is now nine months into her course, which she began at a college in Birmingham. But, as a 

Maintaining canal 
assets.
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WATERWAYS NETWORK DIGITAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Let us promote your business online at www.waterwaysnetwork.
co.uk, our audience’s go-to for the latest issue of the magazine, 
relevant industry news, the latest products and services, and 
useful business advice. 

Our digital opportunities are in place to promote your services 
and drive connections between you and other businesses. All of 
our digital opportunities can be linked back to your own website.

Digital Banner positioned prominently at the top of the website 
and can be seen on each web page. Fixed position for a single 
advertiser. 
MPU (Mid Page Unit) are 4 advertising slots located on the 
right-hand side of the web page; each slot rotates its position 
randomly interchanging levels. MPUs are shown on each page 
to gain maximum exposure.  
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FURTHER INFORMATION

3-MONTH SERIES: £300 PER MONTH

6-MONTH SERIES: £250 PER MONTH

12-MONTH SERIES: £200 PER MONTH

12-MONTH 
SERIES: 

£100 PER 
MONTH

3-MONTH 
SERIES:

£150 PER 
MONTH

6-MONTH 
SERIES:

£125 PER 
MONTH
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